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The video, BugMobile vs. the Invasive Species, is hosted
by the Pennsylvania IPM Program’s The BugMobile! TM,
the one-and-only talking car. The BugMobile! TM is a
roving educational unit—painted to resemble a ladybug
and equipped with speakers that allow it to “talk”—that
travels to schools, fairs, and other public events to promote
IPM and teach basic biological concepts about insects and
other potential pests. See back cover for more details.
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    The
BugMobile! TM

The BugMobile!™ is a traveling, interactive
exhibit designed to increase public awareness
about Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and
minimizing the effects of pesticides on human
health and the environment. Now it stars in a
video—BugMobile vs. the Invasive Species!

The BugMobile!™ is a fun and innovative
way to attract the public to a learning opportu-
nity. The car, a 1970 Volkswagen Beetle painted
to look like a ladybug, is equipped with audio-
visual equipment so it can engage passers-by
in conversation. At public appearances, the
person who is the “Voice of The BugMobile!™”
can see, hear, and talk to spectators but cannot
be seen.

In its feature debut, The BugMobile!™
travels around Pennsylvania. Along the way,
The BugMobile!™ talks to experts—and some
unusual friends—as it seeks out invasive species
that threaten our environment.

The BugMobile!™ is more than just a
gimmick—it is literally and figuratively a
“vehicle” that helps people learn specific IPM
concepts:

• Applying the six simple steps of IPM

• Reducing personal and environmental risks
associated with pesticide use

• Identifying alternatives to pesticides

• Proper pest identification

• Protecting yourself against serious pests and
public health threats

and much more!

The BugMobile!™ is sponsored by the
Pennsylvania IPM Program (PA IPM), a
collaborative effort of Penn State’s College of
Agricultural Sciences and the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture. Seed funding for The
BugMobile!™ has been provided by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Penn State’s College of
Agricultural Sciences, and the Pennsylvania IPM
Program. The BugMobile!™ is available for use
by nonprofit educational organizations.

If you would like to host The BugMobile! TM

at your school or event, or would be interested
in becoming a sponsor, contact Ed Rajotte,
Penn State IPM coordinator, or Lyn Garling at
814-865-1895.


