EGSA Meeting Minutes

October 29th, 2008
6:45 p.m., Dan Schmehl’s Apartment
Highlights:
· Announcements

· Department Terrariums
· Faculty Meeting Highlights
In attendance:

Amanda Bachmann
Sean Halloran

Christy Harris

Beth Irwin

Jon Lelito

Kerry Mauck

Dan Schmehl
Sheena Sidhu

Jason Smith

Announcements:
Ezra passed on a message that all five students taking their candidacy exams have passed!! The list of students include Rob Anderson, Jin Won Kim, Lori Shapiro, Donglan Tian, and Helene Quaghebeur. A celebratory dinner is being planned by Sheena Sidhu and should be scheduled for some time in December after the EGSA conference and Thanksgiving break. 
Committee Reports:
Insect Terrariums.  There has been a lot of concern over exactly what to make of our insect colonies since the museum is no longer housing the specimens. Christy suggested the idea of placing a sign on the Frost museum door in order to encourage people to visit 5th floor ASI to see the majority of the specimens. We have almost all of the colonies currently housed on 5th floor ASI, however questions of who is to care for the colonies and whether everything is getting adequately fed is a continued concern. Much was discussed about the current colonies at this meeting and exactly how we should best care for the specimens.
Beth has several bess beetles left over from the class she is TAing and raised the idea of starting a new decaying wood terrarium in 5th floor ASI. This should be relatively low maintenance and will likely be placed in the terrarium donated to us at the GIF by a student who housed roaches in it. This will likely be the only new terrarium set up for the time being.

The responsibility for taking care of the specimens has fallen on the grad students in our department, however the caretakers has been very loose in their designation. Jason and Sheena have volunteered to take a more active roll in feeding many of the specimens in the department. Raul has continued to do a wonderful job feeding the walking sticks in Katie’s absence, however the population is a bit high and may need thinned out a bit before winter comes full stride. 

Jon is leaving in January and needs to transfer the painted ladies to another grad student to raise. He requested that whoever will take the responsibility for the butterflies should begin within the next month in order to learn the training and procedure for knowing exactly how to care for the butterflies. Jason and Beth volunteered to take care of the painted ladies in their office and Jon will follow up with this offer in the near future. It was also noted by Dan that any supplies needed to care for the butterflies will be covered by Steve Jacobs since they will be used for the GIF. 

Lastly, we discussed the option of housing the insects in the CEL in addition to 5th floor ASI in order for them to get adequate care. This appears to be a plausible option and will be acted upon shortly. 

Faculty Meeting Highlights.  Amanda reported on the recent faculty meeting. The recruitment weekend for prospective students is scheduled for February 6th-8th, 2009. 

A major focus of the faculty meeting was to discuss strengths and weaknesses of the department. It was concluded that our major strengths are in the areas of chemical ecology, plant/insect interactions, and bees, whereas our major weakness is applied entomology.

Even with the recent retirement of Dr. K.C. Kim, it was announced that this position will not be immediately replaced due to state budget issues. There will be no new filled positions within the department regardless of the obvious need for a new director and taxonomist for the Frost Entomological Museum. 

Treasurer’s Report. Sean reported the current amounts in the EGSA account and safe which includes all the money raised at the GIF. We have $4545 in the account and $348.98 in the safe. The money in the account will be reserved for covering vans for meetings, social gatherings (such as the candidacy celebratory dinner), and other miscellaneous supplies needed for the general good of EGSA. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40
