EGSA Meeting, July 7, 2009:

6:30pm, CEL

In Attendance:

· Paul Ayayee

· Eric Bohnenblust

· Tracy Conklin

· Sean Halloran

· Beth Irwin

· Elina Lastro

· Kerry Mauck

· Dan Schmehl

· Sheena Sidhu

· Jason Smith

· Wanyi Zhu

General Info:

· The new officers (Dan Schmehl, President; Jason Smith, Vice President; Sheena Sidhu, Treasurer; Beth Irwin, Secretary) began their term this month.

· We discussed the EGSA Mission Statement and encouraged students to propose new ideas as to how EGSA can better accomplish these goals.

Mission Statement: 

The Entomology Graduate Student Association (EGSA) exists to foster a friendly and interactive community among graduate students.  Additionally, the organization strives to promote professional connections and give back to the community through facilitation of public outreach and teaching.  EGSA also provides a forum for feedback regarding the Entomology Graduate Program and acts as an important liaison between faculty and students.  
· For the 2009-2010 EGSA calendar year (July ’09 – July ’10), EGSA meetings will be held the 1st Tuesday of every month and meetings will alternate between ASI and CEL. Go ahead and put this on your calendar!! Additionally, we will try to hold an EGSA activity the 3rd Tuesday of every month.
· Happy Hour will continue, but will be moved from Thursday evenings to Fridays at 5pm downtown.  The venue will most likely change every week.
· An EGSA Google calendar will be created to help everyone keep track of the meetings and events.

· GSA:  Sheena Sidhu is our in-house Graduate Student Association representative.  She is looking for another Entomology grad student (perhaps an incoming student) to be a second GSA liaison. Sheena strongly encourages all Entomology grad students to get more involved in GSA activities, as they are fun, promote fellowship, and are usually free and/or cheap.  Some upcoming GSA activities to look forward to include:  hiking (July 26), cheap State Theater show tickets, Cirque du Soleil (October 4, $22.00).  Please see Sheena for more information.
· Critter Care:  The departmental critters (namely, hissing cockroaches, walking sticks, and tarantula) are in desperate need of more regular care.  We have created a Critter Care sign-up sheet to schedule caretakers and a document that explains how to care for our critters.  Please sign up to care for the critters for one week (sheet on wall near walking sticks). This ensures that no single grad student gets stuck with all of the responsibility.  
· Snack Cabinet:  Eric Bohnenblust has volunteered to purchase snacks for the snack cabinet. His only request is that we notify him via email of the items that are out of stock. Also, we voted to raise the price of candy bars from 60¢ to 75¢ to increase our profit margin.
· Candidacy Dinner:  Seven graduate students (Rob Anderson, Beth Irwin, Jinwon Kim, Helene Quaghebeur, Dan Schmehl, Lori Shapiro, and Donglan Tian) completed the candidacy exam within the past year and it’s high time we celebrate their accomplishment. A dinner-date will be scheduled and all are invited. Check your email for more information.
· Secretary Appreciation:  The office ladies take good care of us, and it’s time we return the favor. We will create a schedule for people to bring baked goods for our fantastic secretaries. Please sign-up to bring a treat!
· Make a donation for Alyssa Gendron:  A 23 year-old technician in the Dept. of Entomology, Alyssa Gendron, has just begun chemotherapy for Hodgkins lymphoma and is faced with a bill of $500/month to pay for anti-nausea medication and other meds she has to take during her 4-6 months of chemotherapy. We are holding a raffle to raise money to help her. Tickets cost $5.00, and the raffle will be drawn on July 20. See Karen Dreibelbis for more information. EGSA plans to make a donation for Alyssa’s cause and encourages all grad students to consider making additional donations. 
· Fall Kickoff:  We are planning a fall kickoff BBQ for the grad students at Laurel Haven on Tuesday, September 29. This event will serve multiple purposes, including fellowship with new/old (er, “distinguished”) grad students, BBQ potluck dinner, campfire, hiking, lawn games, and insect collecting for the Great Insect Fair (October 3). More information about this event will be sent via email. 

2009 – 2010 EGSA Meeting Schedule (meeting times are 4:00pm, unless otherwise announced)
· July 7 – CEL, 5:30pm (picnic)
· August 4 - ASI

· September 1 - CEL

· October 6 - ASI

· November 3 - CEL

· December 1 - ASI

· January 5 - CEL

· February 2 - ASI

· March 2 - CEL

· April 6 - ASI

· May 4 - CEL

· June 1 - ASI
Upcoming Events:

· Happy Hour:  Fridays at 5pm, downtown (coordinate with others about the weekly location via EntStudents listserve)

· EGSA activity: beach volleyball (at the sand court on Bigler/Curtain): July 21, 5:30pm

· GSA activity:  hiking:  July 26 (for more information, ask Sheena Sidhu)

· EGSA meeting:  August 4, 4:00pm, ASI

· EGSA Fall Kickoff:  BBQ at Laurel Haven:  September 29 (information coming soon!)
· GSA activity:  Cirque du Soleil:  October 4 (for more information, ask Sheena Sidhu)

· Candidacy dinner (information coming soon!)

