EGSA Meeting Minutes

January 30th, 2009
3:30 p.m., 504 ASI Conference Room
Highlights:
· Announcements

· Recruitment Weekend

· Department Webpage
· Treasurer Report

In attendance:

Amanda Bachmann

Eric Bohnenblust

Tracy Conklin

Justin George

Loyal Hall

Sean Halloran

Christy Harris

Beth Irwin

Elina Lastro

Dan Schmehl

Sheena Sidhu

Announcements:

The 2009 ESA Eastern Branch meeting is in Harrisburg, PA during the weekend of March 20th-23rd. Early registration for the meeting is only $10.00 for student members and is due by February 25th for this rate. The following link will take you to the registration form: 

http://www.ebesa.ento.vt.edu/EB_Meeting_Regstn_Form_09.pdf
EGSA is planning on renting a van for this weekend to transport interested graduate students to Harrisburg in order to attend the meeting. This is an amazing opportunity to begin networking with colleagues and observe meeting talks without a large financial commitment. Contact Dan Schmehl or Maya Nehme if you have any questions about ESA-EB.
Thank you Eric Bohnenblust for volunteering to help out with the stocking of the snack cabinet. Sean Halloran and Eric will work together to keep the snack cabinet stocked and the money in order.  
Committee Reports:
Recruitment Weekend. As we all know, the 2009 recruitment weekend is February 6th-8th. There is a long list of breakfasts, dinners, and activities for the graduate students to be actively involved. The impact that current graduate students is extremely important and it is our job to represent Penn State to the visiting recruits.
This year we have 10 recruits visiting our department. They are flying or driving in on Thursday, February 5th and leaving Sunday, February 8th. Dan Schmehl has coordinated much of the weekend and a schedule will be sent out to the student listserve asking for volunteers for each of the meals/activities. Maya is going to be the primary driver for the 15-passenger van, with Kerry Mauck and Wilma Aponte volunteering as substitute drivers. Elina, Justin, Tracy, Christy, and Dan have volunteered to pick up several of the recruits at the State College airport. Each of the visiting student’s itineraries will be sent out to those picking up the students in order to be at the airport when the plane arrives. Detailed information about the events of recruitment weekend will be sent along with the schedules, including directions to Dan’s house for lunch, list of students visiting, and the timetable for the weekend events. Please contact LuAnn Weatherholtz or Dan Schmehl with any questions or concerns about the upcoming recruitment weekend.
Departmental Webpage.  President Amanda reported on the entomology department webpage that is currently being redesigned. The College of the Agricultural Sciences is attempting to give each department’s webpage within the college a similar look. Amanda sent out an email with a beta link to the webpage. She is looking for feedback from the graduate students on what we are using the department website for?, What do we want to see the site being used for? And how do we plan to use it in the future? The committee met on this past Tuesday, February 2nd, however please bring any further comments to Amanda or Roxie in order to further perfect our future webpage.
Treasurer’s Report. Sean reported that the EGSA account has $3505.61. This money is to be used for graduate activities, maintaining/establishing insect colonies, transportation to meetings, etc. Our “fluid money” in the safe totals $599.00. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
