EGSA Meeting, September 1, 2009:

4:00pm, CEL
In Attendance:

· Rob Anderson

· Paul Ayayee

· Amanda Bachmann

· Tom Bentley

· Megan Greischar

· Ian Grettenberger

· Sean Halloran

· Christy Harris

· Holly Holt

· Beth Irwin

· Dan Schmehl

· Ezra Schwartzberg

· Raj Singh

General Info:

· Update:  for the 2009-2010 EGSA calendar year (July ’09 – July ’10), EGSA meetings will be held the 1st Monday of every month at 5pm and meetings will alternate between ASI and CEL. Go ahead and put this on your calendar!! Additionally, we will try to hold an EGSA activity every month.

· An EGSA Google calendar has been created to help everyone keep track of the meetings and events.  Email Dan Schmehl to get added to the EGSA calendar.
· International opportunities for grad students will be discussed by faculty (Ed Rajotte or Gary Felton) at the next EGSA meeting.  Please plan to attend this meeting if you are interested in learning more about forming international collaborations and conducting research abroad
· Amber Gray is the new Outreach Coordinator for our department.  Her primary responsibilities will be to help coordinate and organize museum tours, workshops (e.g. like the one coming up on November 19 – see Dan Schmehl for more information), and other outreach events.
· The Great Insect Fair is only a month away (October 3, from 10am – 4pm)!!  We discussed the types of merchandise EGSA will sell at this year’s fair (Wild Cotton t-shirts, kid’s craft t-shirts, mugs, keychains?, honey sticks, beeswax candles, butterfly wing earrings and bookmarks), and an order will be placed immediately.  People who are looking to help at this year’s fair should contact Dan Schmehl, Beth Irwin, or Steve Jacobs.
· We would like to have Monthly EGSA Activities to foster fellowship within our group.  Several ideas were presented (tea/coffee at Webster’s downtown, Halloween Party, Thanksgiving dinner for students not traveling, Wii party), but we are still looking for more suggestions (contact Dan Schmehl).
· EGSA Fall Kickoff at Laurel Haven:  Join us on the evening of September 29 at Laurel Haven for a BBQ dinner, s’mores, insect collecting, Frisbee, etc.  Bring yourself, your family, your pets, and your collecting gear! We’ll hang out and have fun while collecting insects for the upcoming Great Insect Fair.  A carpool will be organized closer to the event, so stay tuned for more information.
· Collecting/Curating Supplies for those interested can be ordered from several places:  
· (i) BioQuip http://www.bioquip.com/default.asp (shipping is expensive; ask fellow students to place order together to split shipping charges)

· (ii) Rose Entomology http://www.roseentomology.com/ (nicer quality than BioQuip, but more expensive)

· (iii) Atelier Jean Paquet, Independent Salesperson in Quebec http://www.quebecinsectes.com/ (Rob Anderson highly recommends his merchandise; please note prices are in Canadian currency; please contact Rob to place an order together – perhaps shipping charges may be split)
· GSA:  Sheena Sidhu is our in-house Graduate Student Association representative.  She is looking for another Entomology grad student (perhaps an incoming student) to be a second GSA liaison. Sheena strongly encourages all Entomology grad students to get more involved in GSA activities, as they are fun, promote fellowship, and are usually free and/or cheap.  Some upcoming GSA activities to look forward to include:  Cirque du Soleil (Sept. 30, BJC, $27.50) and Avenue Q (Oct. 7, 7:30pm, Eisenhower Auditorium, $32.45).  Please see Sheena for more information.
· We’re in the process of organizing a Secretary Appreciation crew, who will take turns bringing in baked goods, flowers, fruit, etc. to thank our secretaries for all that they do.  If you would like to be part of this group, please let Dan Schmehl know.
· Happy Hour will be Fridays at 5pm downtown.  The venue will most likely change every week, so watch for email announcements.  

· Volleyball will continue while the weather is nice.  The games are Wednesdays at 5pm at the sand court at North Halls.
· Financial Report:  Sheena reports that we have $2744.82 in the EGSA account and $298.00 in liquid funds.  

2009 – 2010 EGSA Meeting Schedule (meeting times are 5:00pm, unless otherwise announced)

· October 5 - ASI

· November 2 - CEL

· December 7 - ASI

· January 4 - CEL

· February 1 - ASI

· March 1 - CEL

· April 5 - ASI

· May 3 - CEL

· June 7 - ASI

Upcoming Events:

· Volleyball:  Wednesdays at 5pm (sand court at North Halls)
· Happy Hour:  Fridays at 5pm (downtown; venue announced via email)

· EGSA Fall Kickoff:  BBQ at Laurel Haven:  September 29 
· Great Insect Fair:  October 3, 10am – 4pm at the Agricultural Arena

· Next EGSA Meeting:  October 5, 5pm at ASI
