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Outstanding Pollinator Gardens 
By Linda and Rich Silverman, Penn State Master Gardeners 

 
Welcome to the 15th Garden of Merit Award. This edition 
features the home gardens of Lorrie Preston. 
 
Describe your garden. How old is your garden? 
 
We moved to a ñnew to usò 2 acre property in December 2019, 
just before the pandemic hit. The home and gardens were 12 years 
old at the time and located in a small neighborhood on the edge 
between suburbia and the country. The property already had 
extensive, professionally laid out gardens and hardscaping and 
offered wonderful opportunities for an avid gardener.  Many plants 
were overgrown and had been sheared into meatball shaped blobs 
to control the size. 
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fĝǪ Ȟƻȁǜ ǓǜƻǓŐǜǳȞ ıŐŐƮ ĺŐǜǳƀȮŐł ũƻǜ ≈ ƻǜ ƨƻǜŐ ȞŐĝǜǪꜙ
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Other plants were in poor health and the gardens were filled with shrubs, trees, and perennials from Asia 
and other far-away countries.  
 
Here and there, an almost accidental PA native plant could be found, but some had been poorly sited. In 
addition, the landscape included invasive plantsðlots of Japanese barberry, a long row of 10 ft. tall           
burning bush, multiple butterfly bushes, and more. A shallow mature woodland at the back of the property  
accounts for half an acre property and includes a nice selection of large native trees offering great habitat 
for birds and wildlife. Unfortunately, the understory of the woods has been negatively impacted by an          
active deer herd and is covered with Japanese stilt grass and mile-a-Minute vine. Deer are a challenge and 
a fair amount of time is spent trying to outsmart them or stay one step ahead of their damage.  Most of the 

gardens are in full sun -- some are shady during the heat 
of the day, and one area stays shady most of the time.   
 
When spring arrived, at the same time as the COVID 
pandemic, we got to work on the landscape.  We started 
by having 2 large zelkova trees removed.  Dr. Doug  
Tallamy says that a Zelkova tree offers the same            
wildlife value as a plastic tree. We had a row of burning 
bush removed.  The rest of the plant removals, we did 
on our own.  In the end, we sent 9 large dump-trucks 
full of yard waste off site. One of my favorite sections is 
the large island bed in the middle of the front yard that 
has become a profusion of native plantsðfrom the 2 ft. 
tall -- Aster oblongifolius óOctober Skiesô to the 7 ft. 
Rudbeckia óHerbstonneô. 
 
Another favorite section, which I envisioned when we 
toured the garden for the very first time, is the renovated 
five level tier garden on the side of the house which has 

a paver stairway that goes through the middle of the garden to the lower-level backyard. There I have             
created a magical butterfly and pollinator garden using mostly native and some non-native, non-invasive 
plants that attract butterflies and pollinators.  It is now a joy to walk through that space with colorful wings 
soaring everywhere and be able to closely observe pollinators hard at work. I enjoy tending a small, fenced 
vegetable garden that attracts many pollinators, as well.  
 
How many species of plants do you have?   
 
I have not counted the number of plant species I have here ï I would estimate two or three hundred,                  
including the woods. I must admit that I am not a native plant purist, although native plants are always my 
first consideration. Being in a development, I do feel some pressure to create a garden that will be                
accepted by the neighbors.  
 
What kind of pollinators do you attract? What have you done to increase pollinator diversity?    
 
My garden has an enormous variety of butterflies ï lots of monarchs; tiger, zebra, black, and spicebush 
swallowtails; many skippers of various sizes; fritillaries; azures; sulphers; hairstreaks and more. I am sure 
there is a similar variety of moths at night.  I have native mason bees nesting successfully in boxes and 
ground-dwelling native bees living in crevices in the rock walls of the tier garden. The plants are alive 
with all sizes of bees and wasps of every description, and it is rare to look any place where there isnôt 
something flying from one flower to another. Ruby-throated hummingbirds are regular visitors at the    
feeder and at a good variety of tubular-shaped flowers that I have included for them. The hummingbird 
moth is a regular visitor when the bee balm is in bloom. Beetles and true bugs and an assortment of other 
insects make their home in the garden.             

                        (Continued on page 3)  
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(Outstanding Pollinator Garden, Continued from page 2) 
 
I am very excited about the small white oak 
(Quercus alba) tree that we have planted 
this year. According to Dr. Tallamy, there 
is no other plant that will bring in the           
number of caterpillars that a white oak will. 
That means lots of pollinators here to lay 
the caterpillar eggs and lots of birds here to 
eat the caterpillars. I have pollinator plants 
in bloom through every season and if I 
plant something that seems to have low          
value to pollinators or wildlife, I willingly 
remove it to plant something more useful to 
them. 
 
How did you get into gardening?                               
How did you get into natives?  
 
I grew up exploring nature in the outdoors 
of central NY on my grandfatherôs farm, 
which was right next door. My mother did 
some gardening of flowers and vegetables, 

but mostly she inspired me to enjoy the natural world.  It was when my husband and I moved to PA some 
35 years ago that I started gardening on my own and it was a natural fit to garden for birds and invite   
nature to our property. I have taken lots and lots of gardening-related classes over the years and was fort  
unate to be inspired by passionate native plant gardeners who fueled my excitement and commitment to 
garden for pollinators and wildlife. I have wanted to make a positive difference in the health of our             
environment and leave every property where I have lived in better shape than it was when I arrived. I was 
a Penn State Master Gardener in Cumberland   County for 11 years, with a focus on gardening for              
wildlife. I also worked at a large garden center helping customers solve their lawn and garden problems 
and I even had my own private environmentally friendly garden consulting business for a while, helping 
clients make their properties more wildlife friendly.   
 
What are your future plans to increase pollinators in your garden?  
 
Iôll keep tweaking the gardens and adding more native plants, working toward the 70% native plant goal 
that Dr. Douglas Tallamy has stated is required for our native birds and wildlife to thrive. I will allow the 

current young plantings to expand their footprint in the garden and add more native groundcovers in those 
areas that are still predominately covered with mulch.  We recently removed three Carlesii viburnums and 
extensive Japanese ground junipers. In their place are three 5ô winterberry hollies and a mixed                       

groundcover of Golden Alexander, Violets, Blue Lobelia, Ohio Spiderwort and more. I have been                  
creating a woodland planting of sorts under the serviceberry using sedum ternatum, wild ginger, ferns and 

more. I am also worked hard to get Japanese Stiltgrass and Garlic Mustard under control on a large               
section of the woodland edge and have planted dozens of native shrubs and perennials in hopes of               
crowding out the invasives.  The key to success in this area is to build a fence before the plants emerge 
this spring to keep the deer away. 

I am also learning to relax a little more with my garden practices ï leaving the leaves under trees, waiting 

to tidy up the garden until later in the spring and mimic natureôs ways more.  I plan to add more Carex 
and other groundcovers this year.  Itôs an ongoing learning process and each year we have the chance to 

make our gardens a little healthier for nature.       

                                       (Continued on page 4) 
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